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Special Devices Inc. breaks ground on
$25M expansion of Mesa facility
March 2015, Special Devices Inc. (SDI), a manufacturer of
initiators used in the production of airbag inflators, broke ground
on a 64,000 sq. ft. expansion of its facilities in Mesa’s Falcon Field
Economic Activity Area (FFEAA). SDI acquired 19.6 acres adjacent
to its existing facility and will invest more than $25 million in the
expansion. Over the next 12 months, the company will create 175
jobs with an average annual wage of $40,000. The expansion is
expected to be complete in early 2016.

Fiesta Corporate Campus designed to
bring hundreds of new jobs to former
Macy’s building at Fiesta Mall
March 2015, Verde Fiesta I, LLC announced it will transform the
former Macy’s building at Fiesta Mall into the Fiesta Corporate
Campus, creating an office center expected to house as many as 1,300
employees.
“Fiesta Mall is the center of the Fiesta District and this reuse of
Macy’s is exactly the type of urban development we’ve had in mind
for the area,” Mayor John Giles said.
The Fiesta Corporate Campus is an important first step in
reinvigorating the 35-year-old mall. Macy’s, having closed its store at
Fiesta Mall in early 2014, left a vacancy ripe for redevelopment.
Construction to remodel the building is scheduled to begin fall 2015.
The exterior will be modernized under the Fiesta District design
guidelines, and will include the addition of a 2,500 sq. ft. patio/break
space to the upper-level outdoor area providing a comfortable setting
for employees with seating, views of the Fiesta District and natural
shading.
“The property has many key features for companies considering
locations in the East Valley including freeways and immediate access
to hotels, restaurants and a diverse labor force,” Verde Fiesta I, LLC
partner Scott Jackson said. “The building design provides a strong
corporate image and the high ceilings, data services and plentiful
parking will meet today’s office user needs.”
The construction project is expected to take 18 months. Learn more
at www.tinyurl.com/FiestaCorporateCampus.
Follow us

SDI’s parent company, Daicel Corporation, decided to expand
the Mesa facility to create its second United States airbag inflator
manufacturing plant. The expansion reinforces Daicel’s automotive
airbag inflator business and meets the increasing demand for airbag
inflators in North America (the world’s largest market) and the rapidly
growing markets in Central and South America.
“This expansion project is a huge step forward in the growth of SDI
and Daicel,” SDI Chief Operating Officer Nick Bruge said. “We have
had tremendous cooperation from the City of Mesa as well as the
State of Arizona and Maricopa County in making this happen to help
meet the needs of our customers.”
In 2009, SDI decided to consolidate all of its North American
automotive operations in Mesa, in large part, because of the City’s
“business friendly” attitude.
SDI’s expansion is planned in phases. The groundbreaking is for
seven buildings that will be used as assembly space. The second phase
will nearly double the expansion to 122,000 sq. ft. and will be initiated
by future production levels and demands.
SDI supplies automotive air bag initiators for the North, Central
and South American markets as well as the European and Asian
automotive industries. Since 1990, SDI initiators have saved more
than 49,000 lives. www.specialdevices.com
For more information and site selection, visit www.mesaaz.gov/economic
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Adaptive Reuse:
Revitalizing Mesa’s Urban Core
Simply speaking, adaptive reuse is the process
of reusing an old site or building for a purpose
other than the use originally intended. This
form of redevelopment has long been used
in urban cores across the country to preserve
important community history and create
innovative, new spaces. Buildings that no
longer fit the requirements of today’s trends,
technologies and economic demands are being
adapted to bring new life and vitality to the
building and surrounding areas.
Mesa is not a novice in the adaptive reuse
arena. In fact, Mesa has several awardwinning adaptive reuse projects, including
the Benedictine University Campus (the long
vacant Mesa Southside Hospital) and the Mesa
Center for Higher Education (the former Mesa
Municipal Court). Other Mesa projects include
Mesa Community College’s new performing
arts center (a former multi-screen movie
theater) and Centrica, a new 110,000 sq. ft.
Class A office center (formerly a Bed, Bath
and Beyond, Petco and Circuit City in the
Fiesta District).

Verde Fiesta I, LLC, recognized the
redevelopment opportunity and purchased
the vacant Macy’s department store in Fiesta
Mall to repurpose as a corporate campus.
The building will undergo major renovations
to become a key job generator for the Fiesta
District. (See story, pg. 1)
Autoline Industries’ Headquarters and
Manufacturing Facility

The Sunkist citrus packing plant, built in the
1930s was the center of Mesa’s burgeoning
citrus industry for more than 75 years. At peak
production (1995-1996 season) more than 1.4
million cases of fruit were packed and shipped
from the facility. In 2010, the citrus packing
plant closed, and the building remained vacant
for several years.

Mesa continues to lead the way by working
with private sector developers and companies
to repurpose existing buildings for new uses.
Recently, two very unique projects have been
announced – The Fiesta Corporate Campus
and Autoline Industries’ new headquarters and
Recently, Autoline Industries, a manufacturer
manufacturing facility.
and distributor of high-performance
The Fiesta Corporate Campus
automotive parts, recognized the potential of
the historic building and purchased the facility
for into the company’s headquarters and
manufacturing facility. The company plans to
retain the historic character of the building’s
exterior, while renovating the interior to
accommodate the company’s high-tech
machinery. (See story, pg. 3)
Once the center of retail activity for the
East Valley, the 35-year-old Fiesta Mall has
lost popularity to newer retail destinations
introduced throughout the region. The Mall
and the surrounding Fiesta District have many
unique assets ideally situated to complement
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adaptive reuse projects. Banner Desert
Medical Center, Cardon Children’s Medical
Center, Mesa Community College, freeway
access at the crossroads of Loop 101 and US
60, and close proximity to a vast, educated
workforce make the area a prime destination
for healthcare, education, high-tech companies
and corporate campuses.

For more information and site selection, visit www.mesaaz.gov/economic

As more companies expand their businesses
and consider adaptive reuse, we expect to
see more of these types of projects come to
fruition in Mesa. To learn more about adaptive
reuse opportunities, contact me at William.
Jabjiniak@mesaaz.gov.
Follow us

Apple announces $2B global
command center in Mesa

Apple Inc. recently announced it will expand in Mesa, Arizona, with a
$2 billion investment in a command center for the company’s global
networks – representing one of the company’s largest investments in
history.
The facility is expected to employ 150 full-time Apple employees, and
create 300-500 construction and trade jobs. Additionally, Apple is
making a significant investment to power the facility with 100 percent
renewable energy by building and financing solar projects that will
capitalize on Arizona’s excellent solar resources. The projects will
produce 70 MW of clean energy, enough to power more than 14,500
Arizona homes. www.apple.com

Boeing awarded
$296M Indonesian
Apache contract
The Boeing facility in Mesa will
see another uptick in new business
as the United States Department
of Defense has recently awarded
Boeing a new $296 million
contract for eight AH-64E
Apache attack helicopters. These
helicopters will be manufactured in
Mesa and sold to Indonesia, where
they are expected to be deployed
by Indonesian military forces
for counter-piracy and maritime
awareness efforts. The Apaches
are expected to be complete by
February 2018.
Located near Falcon Field Airport,
Boeing is one of the City’s largest employers, and a key player in
Mesa’s aerospace and aviation industry cluster.
www.boeing.com

Autoline Industries acquires historic
site for new facility in Mesa
February 2015, Autoline Industries, LLC, a manufacturer and
distributor of high-performance aftermarket automotive parts,
announced plans for a new 70,000 sq. ft. manufacturing facility
Follow us

and corporate headquarters in the historic Sunkist building at the
northeast corner of Broadway Rd. and Country Club Dr. in Mesa.
The company will invest $3.8 million in the project and will employ
more than 80 people over the next five years.
The site allows Autoline the opportunity to triple the size of its
existing operations to meet the growing global demand for its
products. Autoline Industries will bring its manufacturing process
back from Asia to the facility in Mesa. With this move, the company
expects to see increased quality control, lower transportation costs,
faster delivery to vendors and greater flexibility in new product
development.
Autoline
Industries expects
to significantly
increase its
workforce.
Attracted by
the talented
workforce already
established by the
many aerospace
companies and
tech firms in
Mesa, it will utilize
the same caliber of skills to advance the company to the next level.
Originally built in the 1930s as a citrus packing plant for Sunkist/
Mesa Citrus Growers (cooperative), the building symbolized Mesa’s
thriving citrus industry for 75 years. The facility was closed in 2010,
and has remained vacant until now. After renovations are completed,
the state-of-the-art manufacturing facility will represent Mesa’s next
generation economy.
The historical character of the building will be retained, but the
interior will undergo significant renovations to accommodate the
high-tech machinery used in manufacturing the high-performance
auto parts. Construction is slated to start summer 2015.
www.autolineindustries.com

Mesa adds self-certification program
to expedite developments
In an effort to speed up the construction process, the City of
Mesa has instituted a self-certification program. The program
eliminates building plan reviews by allowing a registered architect or
engineer to take responsibility for code compliance and certify that
a project complies with City of Mesa Building Construction Code.
Normal turnaround for permits has averaged four weeks, but selfcertified permits may be issued in as few as five days. The program
began January 2015 and the first project to use the process was a
commercial remodel of Deseret Industries by Emc2 Architects on
February 25.
www.tinyurl.com/SelfCertification
For more information and site selection, visit www.mesaaz.gov/economic
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DeVry University’s Mesa and Phoenix campuses
host joint accounting panel

Higher Education Roundup
A.T. Still University announces free Community
Health & Wellness Day
A.T. Still University recently announced its free Community Health
and Wellness Day at Adelante Healthcare in Mesa on Saturday, April
18. The doors open at 9:00 AM and the event will end at 12:00 PM.
Services will be delivered by A.T. Still University and include general
medicine screenings, hearing and vision screenings, oral healthcare
exams, vital health recordings, balance assessments and screenings,
blood pressure screenings, and head start exams for children.
Other family activities include a bounce house, an inflatable slide,
face painting and free food.
The free event is located at 1705 W. Main St. in Mesa. No
appointment or registration is necessary. Services will be available
on a first-come, first-served basis. For more information, call
877.809.5092.

Benedictine reveals athletics logo, announces
new academic programs and events
Benedictine University at Mesa will offer a
Spanish major and minor beginning fall 2015.
Benedictine’s Spanish major will emphasize
cultural and communicative competencies
to enable graduates to use their Spanish in a
professional environment.
Students can pursue career paths in a variety of areas such as
government, business, advertising, law, journalism, the sciences, the
arts, education and health care. The program includes a required
study abroad experience in a native Spanish-speaking country.
The new academic program announcement comes on the heels of
the University honoring its first class of graduates last December,
and the January release of images for its Redhawks athletic logo.
The men’s and women’s golf, cross country, volleyball and tennis
teams at BenU at Mesa will compete on the intercollegiate level for
the first time in 2015-16. Cheerleading, dance and men’s basketball
will debut fall 2015 and softball will begin spring 2016.
The University is accepting applications for fall 2015 enrollment.
For more information, visit www.ben.edu/mesa, contact
mesa@ben.edu or 602.888.5533.
4 |
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Last quarter, DeVry University’s Phoenix and Mesa campuses
hosted a panel discussion with members of The Arizona Society
of CPAs and State Board of Accountancy. The panel discussed the
certification process, and career benefits of becoming a certified
public accountant. Accounting is a top profession in the Phoenix
metro area, with LedgerLink listing Phoenix as the sixth best U.S. city
for accountants based on income, career opportunities and quality
of life. The panel highlighted the range of career opportunities for
accountants today, including surprising specializations like forensic
accounting and business systems analysis.For more information, visit
www.devry.edu.

Upper Iowa University graduates third BSN class
February 24, 2015, the third graduating class at Upper Iowa
University’s Mesa Center received their Bachelor of Science in
Nursing (BSN) degree. Each student also received a BSN pin
presented by the UIU Director/Department Chair of Nursing,
Virginia Wangerin. She stated, “While nurses no longer wear
traditional white uniforms or nursing caps, graduated nurses proudly
wear a pin, which is a symbolic and meaningful part of each student’s
journey to become a nurse. We
are proud each time we bestow
this recognition on one of our
RN-BSN graduates.”
The UIU-Mesa Center offers
hybrid and online options for
prospective RN-BSN students,
as well as other undergraduate and graduate programs. For more
information, visit uiu.edu/mesa or call 480.834.4620.

Wilkes University expands undergraduate and
graduate programs
Wilkes University has expanded its program offerings for both
graduate and undergraduate levels. For undergraduate degrees,
Wilkes has partnered with Maricopa Community Colleges to
seamlessly transfer community college students into one of six
business majors at Wilkes.
For graduate degrees, the Wilkes MBA prepares students for lifetime
leadership roles and in the field of education, Wilkes offers an
M.S.Ed. in Classroom Technology and Instructional Media. The
Creative Writing master’s program is active, with an M.A. or M.F.A.
offered through flexible or weekend class formats.
Fall 2015, Wilkes will add a Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) in
Educational Leadership.
For more information about any of these programs, please contact
Wilkes at mesaadmissions@wilkes.edu or 480.878.4412. Learn
more at www.wilkes.edu/mesa.

Follow us

Congratulations to Mesa-based Ulthera, Inc. on
being named “2014 Deal of the Year”
The Arizona Chapter
of the Association for
Corporate Growth has
announced the $600
million purchase of
Ulthera, Inc. by the
German company
Merz Pharma as the
2014 Deal of the
Year. The award is
designed to recognize
a transaction which will foster economic growth, utilize Arizona
services and create or retain jobs in the state. The deal must involve
at least one Arizona business earning between $10 million and $750
million in revenue.
Merz Pharma, which primarily makes cosmetics and neuroscience
products, purchased Ulthera for its complementary medical devices.
Ulthera was founded in 2004 and currently boasts $100 million in
annual revenue. The company is fueled by the Ulthera System, a
medical device that performs non-invasive lifting and tightening of
the skin through FDA approved ultrasound technology. This deal has
strengthened Ulthera’s position in Mesa and gives Merz Pharma the
only medical device within its product portfolio. www.ulthera.com

Mesa’s SWD Urethane dominates spray foam
industry awards
For the second year in a row, SWD Urethane, a leading manufacturer
of spray polyurethane foam for the construction industry, dominated
the 2015 Spray Polyurethane Foam Alliance (SPFA) Industry
Excellence Awards, winning nine of the 20 awards presented.
The awards, which recognize the most impressive spray foam
projects across North America, were announced in January 2015
at the SPFA Spray Foam Convention and Expo, a gathering of
contractors from across the U.S. and Canada.

“SWD is proud of our contractors and the projects they put together
this year,” Alan Annis, marketing director for SWD stated. “Our
contractors took home almost half of all the awards given out this
year, and even shut out the large supplier powerhouses including
BASF and Dow. It’s a big deal and a great accomplishment.”
SWD Urethane has been headquartered in Mesa for the last 43 years.
www.swdurethane.com

Mesa’s $580M utility-bond package promotes
economic growth
Mesa voters recently passed
a $580 million utility-bond
package, the largest in the
City’s history. With the backing
of the citizenry, Mesa can
now expand and renovate an
already robust infrastructure
backbone to accommodate
future growth. The money will
allow the City to expand and
upgrade electric, gas, water and
wastewater infrastructure. The
largest portions will go toward
the construction of a new
water-treatment plant at Signal
Butte and Elliot Roads and
the expansion of the existing
Greenfield wastewatertreatment plant.
Signal Butte Water Treatment Plant – This project includes
construction of a new plant with capacity to treat 24 million gallons
of water per day to serve customers in the southeastern portion
of the City. The plant would utilize surface water from the Central
Arizona Project (CAP) canal, and will reduce reliance on well water
to be conserved for use during drought conditions. The new plant
will provide redundant capacity for the Brown Rd. water treatment
plant that currently services northeast and southeast Mesa. It is
anticipated that design and construction will take four years to
complete.
Greenfield Water
Reclamation Plant
Expansion – This project
includes expansion of capacity
at the existing plant, allowing
the City of Mesa to treat an
additional 10 million gallons
of wastewater per day to
meet increasing demand. The
Greenfield water reclamation
plant is jointly owned by Gilbert, Queen Creek, and Mesa, with Mesa
serving as the managing partner. www.tinyurl.com/UtilityBond

Follow us

For more information and site selection, visit www.mesaaz.gov/economic
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Epic-Premier Insurance Solutions
locates in Downtown Mesa

Phase two of Fiesta District
streetscape improvements underway

March 2015, EpicPremier Insurance
Solutions, Inc.
announced that its
Arizona office will
relocate to the top
floor of One MacDonald Center, occupying 10,500 sq. ft.

Recently, Haydon Building Corp. has been awarded the contract
to construct the second phase of the Southern Ave. Streetscape
Improvements project along Southern Ave. from west of Sycamore
to the Tempe Canal. Continuing on from Phase One, this project will
transition Southern Ave.to four traffic lanes (two in each direction)
extending west of Sycamore to the Tempe Canal.

In the past two years, Epic-Premier has experienced a 48 percent
expansion of staff company-wide, including 17 new employee
additions to the Mesa office. Its Software Development and Quality
Assurance groups, based in Mesa, now boast the largest fulltime, domestic team of software developers in its segment of the
insurance industry.
Epic-Premier has been a member of the Mesa business community
since 1996, originally as Epic Solutions, Inc. and then as EpicPremier Insurance Solutions, Inc. following a 2005 merger with
Premier Insurance Solutions, Inc. (Lakeland, FL).
Epic-Premier Insurance Solutions is a technology and consulting
solution provider that delivers automation tools and services to the
insurance industry. www.epic-premier.com

Fiesta District’s 827 W. Grove office
building reveals modern upgrades
Recently, new
ownership of the
corporate office
building located at
827 W. Grove has
completed a full
renovation of the
two-story, 69,000 sq.
ft. building both inside
and out. The building
offers 42,000 sq. ft.
on the first floor, and
has an additional 27,000 sq. ft. on the second floor. The renovations
include an expansive two-story lobby and an exterior covered patio.
The building boasts a six to 1,000 parking ratio, 55 percent of which
are covered spaces.
The building is located at the corner of W. Grove Ave. and S.
Extension Rd. within the City of Mesa’s revitalized Fiesta District (a
major hub for advanced business and financial services, health care,
education, and retail industry clusters), and is one-half mile from the
interchange at Alma School Rd. and US 60. Conveniently located
near numerous area amenities (more than 20 restaurants are within
walking distance), the property is only two miles from the Loop 101
freeway.
Learn more about the Fiesta District at www.tinyurl.com/
MesaFiestaDistrict.
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Other improvements include wider sidewalks and landscaping
flanking the new curbs.
New amenities include
benches, street lighting,
pedestrian lighting, trash
cans, bike racks and
traffic signals. Colored
paving enhancements
will be incorporated
at the intersections
of Southern Ave.
and Dobson Rd., and Southern Ave. and San Jose. Construction
is scheduled to begin May 2015 and is anticipated to be complete
summer of 2016. www.tinyurl.com/MesaFiestaDistrict

Modern Grove Neighborhood Eatery
and Market opens Mesa location
Modern Grove Neighborhood Eatery and Market recently opened
at 1958 E. Brown Rd. in Mesa. Located at the northwest corner of
Brown and Gilbert Roads, Modern Grove has partnered with Zoyo
Frozen Yogurt and Dunkin’ Donuts to offer customers a variety
of food choices in one convenient location. In addition to Modern
Grove, a new Pet Club also opened to customers in the same location.
A sense of community is of significant importance to Modern Grove.
A large community calendar wall where neighbors, teams, and local
organizations can post events helps keep fellow neighbors informed
as to the latest
happenings in the
community. Modern
Grove is a perfect
spot for parties,
business meetings
or casual gatherings
with friends and
family – and as an
added bonus, there is
a pet-friendly patio.
For more
information, visit
www.moderngrove.
com or call
480.275.2584. Also, check out Modern Grove – Mesa on Facebook
for events, food specials and more.

Follow us

Alice Cooper’s 2015 Rock & Roll Golf
Classic to be played in Mesa
Rock and roll legend, Alice
Cooper will host his Annual
Rock & Roll Golf Classic at Las
Sendas Golf Club in Mesa, April
26 and 27. The event will include
the opportunity to mingle with
celebrities and enjoy an evening
of live entertainment.
This VIP golf tournament
directly benefits Solid Rock and
the Rock Teen Center, and brings
together some of the biggest
names in entertainment and
sports, and many PGA veterans
and community leaders.
Special celebrity guests include
John O’Hurley, Jonny Lang, Kevin Sorbo, Jay Feely, Les Stroud, Mike
Finney, Neal Smith and Russ Ortiz.
To register for the event, go to www.alicecoopersolidrock.com/
events/golf.

Class A office complex in Mesa
Riverview breaks ground

January 2015, Lincoln Property Management and Harvard
Investments broke ground on Waypoint, a 250,000 sq. ft. Class A
office complex located at 1138 Bass Pro Dr. in Mesa’s Riverview.
When complete, American Traffic Solutions will occupy more than
100,000 sq. ft. for its corporate headquarters and 600 employees.
The new complex will boost Mesa’s supply of Class A office space,
critical for attracting quality companies. Learn more about Lincoln
Property Management at www.lpcphx.com and Harvard Investments
at www.harvardinvestments.com.

Mesa businesses invited to join the
surge in Arizona exports
Between 2009 and 2014, Arizona’s total merchandise exports
increased more than 51 percent. The International Trade
Administration ranks the Phoenix-Mesa metro area as 27th among
all U.S. Metropolitan areas, recording nearly $11.5 billion in total
Follow us

merchandise exports – higher than Pittsburgh, Austin, Cleveland,
Milwaukee, Nashville, and Sacramento.
Companies desiring to learn more about exporting can learn from
three online resources:
www.ConnectBien.com –
Developed and maintained
by the Maricopa Association
of Governments, this
site lists more than 650
companies and provides a
business-to-business e-platform to connect individual businesses
across international boundaries. Businesses in Arizona, Mexico and
Canada can directly contact each other to link to partners and grow
their businesses. For more information, visit the website or call
602.254.6300.
www.AzCommerce.com – The Arizona Commerce Authority
offers a variety of export-related services including export counseling
and advice on how to get started through identifying potential trade
partners. Companies can also register for ExporTech Boot camp, an
accelerated three-session program that helps companies develop and
implement a strategic export plan. To learn more, visit the website or
contact Kevin O’Shea at kevino@AZcommerce.com.
www.Trade.gov – The U.S.
Commercial Service is the trade
promotion arm of the U.S.
Department of Commerce’s
International Trade Administration.
U.S. Commercial Service trade
professionals, in over 100 U.S. cities
and in more than 75 countries,
help U.S. companies get started
in exporting or to increase sales
in new global markets. For local
export assistance, contact Kristian
Richardson at Kristian.Richardson@trade.gov.

Mesa’s Iveda Solutions brings in
$1.33M deal
February 2015, Iveda Solutions, an enabler of cloud video
surveillance through its Sentir™ platform, announced it has received
a purchase order from Filcomserve for 10,000 plug-and-play cloud
cameras. The $1.33 million order consists of four camera models.
In addition to the camera revenue, Iveda will earn an additional
perpetual monthly licensing fee for each camera activated on the
Sentir platform. The cameras will be shipped to Philippine Long
Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT), Filcomserve’s largest customer.
Iveda Solutions is located in Mesa’s Fiesta District.
Iveda was founded 10 years ago in Mesa, Arizona and is publicly
traded under the ticker symbol “IVDA.” Iveda currently employs 50
worldwide, 30 of which work at their corporate headquarters.
www.iveda.com

For more information and site selection, visit www.mesaaz.gov/economic
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City of Mesa
Office of Economic
Development
PO Box 1466
20 East Main Street, Suite 200
Mesa, Arizona 85211-1466
Phone: 480.644.2398
Fax: 480.644.3458
www.mesaaz.gov/economic

EVENTS
APRIL

7

7

AAED - Retail 2015: Renew, Refill
and Repurpose
Phoenix Country Club
2901 N. 7th St., Phoenix, AZ
7:45 AM
www.tinyurl.com/AAEDretail
East Valley Mayors’ Prayer Breakfast
Hilton Phoenix/Mesa
1011 W. Holmes Ave., Mesa, AZ
7-9 AM
Register: www.tinyurl.com/
MayorPrayerBreakfast

16 Working in a Multi-Generational
Workforce Seminar
Bennedictine University
Community Room
225 E. Main St., Mesa, AZ
8-10 AM
Register: www.tinyurl.com/
MultiGenWorkForce

18 Celebrate Mesa

Pioneer Park
526 E. Main St., Mesa, AZ
12-4 PM
www.mesaaz.gov/things-to-do/
celebrate-mesa

M AY

1

Mesa Chamber Leadership Awards
Hilton Phoenix/Mesa,
1011 W. Holmes Ave., Mesa , AZ
Register: www.tinyurl.com/
LdrshpAwards

6-8 AAED 2015 Spring Conference
Prescott Resort
1500 E. State Route 69, Prescott, AZ
Register: www.aaed.com/event/
springconference2015

25 Memorial Day

City offices closed

JUNE

7-9 2015 IEDC Economic Future Forum
(formerly Spring Conference)
Madison, WI
Register: www.iedcevents.org/
FutureForum
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Mesa launches new
technology industry
profile
The City of Mesa Office of Economic
Development has recently published the Mesa
Technology Industry Profile that provides
companies considering Mesa as a place to
locate or expand
with information
regarding Mesa’s
high-tech workforce,
educational assets,
business districts,
incentives and
programs, and major
high-tech employers.
The Mesa
Technology Industry
Profile features the Elliot Road Technology
Corridor including its shovel-ready sites,
streamlined entitlement process, and robust
infrastructure.
It joins four other industry profiles focused
on the City’s targeted industries: Healthcare;
Education; Aerospace/Aviation; and Tourism
(HEAT).
Learn more at www.tinyurl.com/HEATInitiative.

Visit Mesa: Visitor
Industry Updates

dined, shopped and enjoyed Mesa’s popular
attractions and activities.
National Media Attention
This season, Visit Mesa generated national
headlines for the City including a feature in USA
Today’s online travel site. The story, about U.S.
travel destinations showing early signs of spring,
highlighted Mesa and reached nearly 25 million
readers of the online news site. In addition, Visit
Mesa worked directly with the travel editor of
San Francisco Chronicle on a spring training feature
article promoting the Oakland Athletics’ new
digs at Hohokam Stadium. The San Francisco
Chronicle Sunday travel section dedicated more
than two full-size pages to Mesa in the February
15 edition and featured more than a dozen
Mesa area businesses including a profile on
Downtown Mesa. The article had extended reach
with placements in all Hearst Media newspapers
across the country.
Visit Mesa Online Booking Engine
Visitors to Mesa have been provided with a new
option when planning their vacations to the
Southwest this year. This is the first season that
Visit Mesa offers potential travelers access to an
online booking engine allowing them to make
hotel, attraction and event reservations directly
from the website, www.VisitMesa.com. The
City’s official destination website attracts nearly
300,000 unique visits annually and this new tool
allows for one-stop trip planning, exclusive offers
and savings for Visit Mesa guests.

Super Bowl Impact
Once again, Arizona was cast in the nation’s
spotlight when it hosted Super Bowl XLIX
earlier this year. For Mesa, this mega event
helped sell out the City’s hotels that achieved
some of their highest occupancies in recorded
history. Several Mesa hotels were part of the
official NFL room block and all were sold out or
nearly sold out leading up to the big game.
Beyond the hotels in the official block, Mesa’s
collection of properties benefited from the
compression that naturally occurs as a result of
a mega event in the region. Mesa’s occupancy
and revenue per available room (RevPAR)
skyrocketed during Super Bowl week with
revenue estimated to be more than $2.5 million
over the same date range last year. Mesa’s average
daily rate (ADR) was up 26.5 percent, and
RevPAR was up 37.5 percent over the same time
last year. Direct spending attributed to Super
Bowl fans occurred throughout the city as guests

For more information and site selection, visit www.mesaaz.gov/economic

Follow Us
You can follow us and engage in economic
development discussion at the following locations:
• Twitter @MesaEconDev
• LinkedIn @ City of Mesa Office of
Economic Development
• www.mesaaz.gov/economic
Follow us

